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" In this world," as Bacon says, " God and angels
only may be spectators" ; at any rate, one who
is involved by Ms surroundings in the actions of
a divided society cannot always retain a position
of speculative neutrality and criticism.

Among the parliamentary utterances I remember
a curious interest I somehow felt in those of Lord
Melbourne:   his  philosophic  laissez faire I  be-
lieve concealed not a little recondite knowledge of
theological debates.    The fever-heat of the pres-
byterian ministers now and then ruffled even his
placid temper; and on one occasion he expressed
a hope, in prospect of an interview with a depu-
tation of negotiators, that " that damned fellow
Chalmers was not among them."   And when Lord
Aberdeen was disappointed by the inflexible ten-
acity of the ministers, Melbourne was surprised
that one who knew Scotland so well as the noble
earl, seemed not to know that in  ecclesiastical
arrogance the  Presbyterian  ministers  were  any
day more than a match for the Church of Borne.
He was  a 'bete noire, of the ministers.     One of
them told me with horror that in 1831, when
the Edinburgh Church History professorship was
vacant, and Melbourne, as Home Secretary, had
the appointment, his patience tried  by friends forbid national ac-
